
Frontline roles in each paramedic service
How well do you know your neighbours?

Ambulance Tasmania

Content verified by managers from each service.  This summary only includes roles that are primarily on-road; primarily office-based roles (including teleconsultation) are excluded. Generally, all roles 
in preceding scopes of practice are available in later scopes of practice and have not been listed twice due to space.  Flight team leadership here refers purely to clinical management. This only lists 
current application requirements; existing paramedics may have entered via previous pathways.  For the full discussion, see Wilkinson-Stokes, M. (2021). A taxonomy of Australian and New Zealand 

paramedic clinical roles.  AJP, 18.  DOI: 10.33151/ajp.18.880  Updates made in October 2021.  Figures reproduced with permission.
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Scope of practice Role Non-clinical specialty

 

Qualifications: 2 week’s training, 4-month 
internship 

f 

Intensive Care Paramedic 

Ambulance Paramedic 

Scope of Practice: 
Intensive Care Paramedic 

Qualifications: Undergraduate degree, 9-12-month 
graduate program 

Qualifications: 9-12-month internship  

 

Scope of Practice:                                                 
Ambulance Paramedic 

Urban Search and Rescue 

Paramedic 

Intensive Care Flight Paramedic                     

(HEMS, physician-led)  

Qualifications: Wilderness training, 6-month 
internship, winch, HUET 

Qualifications: 4-week external course 

Extended Care Paramedic 

Qualifications: 6-month internship 

 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                

As per clinical level 

Non-clinical on-road specialties 

Wilderness Paramedic 

 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Extended Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                      
Ambulance Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Intensive Care Paramedic 

Intensive Care Paramedic Extended Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                                              
Intensive Care Paramedic & Rapid Sequence 

Induction 

Intensive Care Paramedic           

(with Rapid Sequence Induction) 

Flight Intensive Care Paramedic 

(HEMS, physician led) 

Police, Ambulance, and Clinician 

Early Response Paramedic Qualification: Undergraduate degree, 15-
month graduate program 

Qualification: 2 years’ experience, 4-week 
internal training program 

Qualification: 2 years’ experience, 
postgraduate certificate, 12-month program 

Qualification: 2 years’ experience (nursing 
degree preferred) 

Qualification: 1-month program 

Qualification: Winch, HUET, 1-month internal 
training program 

Ambulance Paramedic 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scope of Practice:                                           
Qualified Paramedic 3 

Qualified Paramedic 3 

Role being phased out 

Scope of Practice:                                           
Qualified Paramedic 3C 

Qualified Paramedic 3C 

Role being phased out 

Scope of Practice:                                           
Qualified Paramedic P1 

Qualified Paramedic P1 

Scope of Practice:                                            
Advance Life Support Paramedic 

Advance Life Support Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                          
Extended Care Paramedic 

Extended Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                           
Intensive Care Paramedic 

Intensive Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                             
Intensive Care Paramedic 

Critical Care Paramedic           

(HEMS, physician-led) 

Critical Care Paramedic                   

(on-road, physician-led) 

Qualification: 3-year vocational diploma OR 
undergraduate degree with 12-month graduate 

program 

Role being phased out 

 

Qualification: 10-week theory course, 12 
months’ supervised practice 

Qualification: 6 months’ supervised practice 

Qualification: Remote area access specialty, 6 
months’ internal training, winch, HUET 

Qualification: 6 months’ internal training 

 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

As per clinical level 

Qualification: Certificate II in Public Safety, 6 

weeks’ internal training 

Qualification: 4 weeks’ internal training 

Rescue Paramedic 

Qualification: 1 weeks’ internal training 

Remote Area Access 

Special Operations Team 

Non-clinical on-road specialties 

Motorbike Paramedic 

Qualification: Intensive Care Paramedic, 

police highway patrol training 

Clinical Training Officer 

Qualification: Certificate IV in Training and 

Assessment 

Senior Educator 

Qualification: Unable to be determined 

 

 

Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                               
Paramedic 

Bicycle Paramedic 

Qualification: 1-week police bicycle training 

Advanced Care Paramedic 1 

Scope of Practice:                                               
Advanced Care Paramedic 1 

Advanced Care Paramedic 2 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                                                         
Advanced Care Paramedic 2 

Qualification: Undergraduate degree, 6-month 
graduate program 

Advance Care 2 Flight Paramedic              

(HEMS, autonomous) 

Qualification: Winch, HUET, internal training 
course 

Critical Care Flight Paramedic 

(HEMS, physician-led) 

Scope of Practice:                                                     
Critical Care Paramedic 

Local Area Assessment and Referral 

Unit Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                    
Local Area Assessment and Referral Unit Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                                     
Critical Care Paramedic Flight Paramedic 

High Acuity Response Unit 

Paramedic (on-road, mixed model) 

Scope of Practice:                                                          
High Acuity Response Unit Paramedic 

Critical Care Paramedic 

 (1) Minor endorsement on Advance Care 
Paramedic 2 scope of practice to 
administer Loperamide; as this is the only 
additional skill, this role has not been 
separated into a unique scope of practice 
box 

Urban Search and Rescue 

Paramedic (1) 

Qualifications: 4-week external course  

Role being phased out 

Role being phased out 

Qualification: Postgraduate diploma, 12-month 
internship 

 

Qualification: Graduate certificate, 12-18-month 
program 

Qualification: Winch, HUET, internal training course Qualification: Masters in Traumatology, 18-week 
training program, 3-month internship 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                        

As per clinical level 

Non-clinical on-road specialties 

 

Intensive Care Paramedic 

Special Operations Team Rescue 

and Retrieval Paramedic (HEMS / 

fixed wing / on-road, mixed-model) 

Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Paramedic 

Qualifications: Undergraduate degree, 12-month 
graduate program 

Scope of Practice:                                               
Intensive Care Paramedic  

Qualifications: Postgraduate diploma, 1 
months’ internal training, 4-months placement 

and supervision 

Qualifications: 2 months’ internal clinical training 

Special Operations Team Rescue 

Paramedic (HEMS, autonomous) 

Community Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Community Paramedic 

Qualifications: 6 weeks’ internal training, 12-week 
internship 

Extended Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                               
Intensive Care Paramedic & Extended Care 

Paramedic  

Qualifications: 6 weeks’ internal training, 
internship 

Retrieval Paramedic                                          

(HEMS / fixed wing / on-road, 

mixed-model) 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                 
Retrieval Paramedic 

Qualifications: Master’s degree (Retrieval 
Medicine), 2-3 years’ internal training  

Scope of Practice:                                                                        
Special Operations Team Paramedic 

Qualifications: Certificates in USAR, vertical 
rescue, confined space rescue, HAZMAT, TEMS, 

task force medical support, Winch, HUET, ongoing 
6-monthly fitness assessments 

 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                                       

As per clinical level  

Non-clinical on-road specialties 

Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Paramedic 

Qualifications: Undergraduate degree, 12-month 
internship 

Qualifications: Internal training with police and 
fire/emergency 

Intensive Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Intensive Care Paramedic 

Qualifications: Postgraduate certificate, 12-month 
internship 

Extended Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Extended Care Paramedic 

Qualifications: Postgraduate diploma, 12-month 
internship (1) 

Intensive Care Paramedic             

(with Rapid Sequence Induction) 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Intensive Care Paramedic & Rapid Sequence 

Induction 

Qualifications: Postgraduate certificate, 12-month 
internship (1) 

 (1) Currently under review; this is based off 
the expected requirements once fully 
approved 

Special Emergency Response Team 

Paramedic 

Hazardous Materials / Chemical, 

Biological, Radiological Paramedic 

Qualifications: Internal training in conjunction 
with fire/emergency 

Urgent Community Care Paramedic 

Role being phased out by June 2023 

Urban Search and Rescue 

Paramedic 

Qualifications: Fire/emergency training 
program 

 

Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Paramedic 

Qualifications: Undergraduate degree, 12-18-
month graduate program 

Qualifications: Internal training 

 (1) Role currently in evaluation (2) Role currently 
in development; qualifications are proposed only 

Police, Ambulance, and Clinician 

Early Response Paramedic (1) 

Paramedic 5+ 

Qualifications: Postgraduate certificate, 5 
years’ experience 

Community Paramedic (2) 

Scope of Practice:                                         
Community Paramedic 

Qualifications: Degree in nursing or Graduate 
Certificate in Community and Primary 

Healthcare  

 

Intensive Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                            
Intensive Care Paramedic 

Qualifications: Postgraduate diploma, 8-12-
month internship  

Qualifications: Postgraduate certificate 

Intensive Care Paramedic 5+ 

Qualifications: Master’s degree, 5 years’ 
experience 

 

Critical Response Unit Paramedic                    

(HEMS, autonomous) 

 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                   
Ambulance Paramedic 

Ambulance Paramedic 1 

Ambulance Paramedic 2 

Ambulance Paramedic 3 Community Paramedic 

Qualifications: Undergraduate degree, 
completed in tandem with 3-year internship 

Scope of Practice:                                                     
Clinical Support Paramedic 

Clinical Support Paramedic 

Qualifications: 4 weeks’ training, MIMMS course, 
internship 

Scope of Practice:                                                     
Special Operations Team Paramedic 

Special Operations Team Paramedic 

Qualifications: iUSAR 2-week course, 4-weeks 
internal training, breathing apparatus certification 

 

Scope of Practice:                                                     
Critical Care Paramedic 

Critical Care Paramedic              

(HEMS, autonomous) 

Qualifications: 6-month internship 

Qualifications: 3 years’ Ambulance Paramedic 
1 experience 

Qualifications: 4 years’ Ambulance Paramedic 
2 experience 

Qualifications: 1 weeks’ training 

 

 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                                       

As per clinical level  

Non-clinical on-road specialties 

Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Paramedic 

Qualifications: Undergraduate degree, 12-month 
graduate program 

Qualifications: Internal training 

 

Intensive Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Intensive Care Paramedic 

Qualifications: Postgraduate certificate, 12-
month internship 

Extended Care Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Extended Care Paramedic 

Qualifications: Postgraduate certificate, 6-month 
internship 

Intensive Care Paramedic             

(with Rapid Sequence Induction) 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Intensive Care Paramedic & Rapid Sequence 

Induction 

Qualifications: 2 years’ Intensive Care 
Paramedic experience, postgraduate degree 

Intensive Care Flight Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Intensive Care Flight Paramedic 

Qualifications: Winch, HUET 

Clinical Paramedic Advisor 

Scope of Practice:                                             
Clinical Paramedic Advisor 

Qualifications: Internal training 

 (1) Currently under review; this is based off the expected requirements once fully approved 

Tactical Emergency Medical 

Services Paramedic (1) 

Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 

and Nuclear Paramedic 

Qualifications: Internal training 

Rescue Paramedic Crisis Response Team Paramedic (1) 

Qualifications: Internal training Qualifications: Internal training 

 

Non-clinical on-road specialties 

 

Advanced Life Support Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                  
Advanced Life Support Paramedic 

Qualifications: Undergraduate degree, 12-
month graduate program 

Motorbike Paramedic Health Commander 

Qualifications: 6 years’ experience, internal 
training  

Clinical Instructor 

Manual Handling Facilitator 

Paramedic Educator Peer Support Paramedic 

Urban Search and Rescue 

Paramedic 

Advanced Life Support Response 

Unit Paramedic  

Bicycle Paramedic Aquatic Response Paramedic 

Wilderness Paramedic 

Qualifications: 1-day course Qualifications: Unable to be determined  

Qualifications: Internal training 

Qualifications: 6 years’ experience, 2-week 
course, external assessment 

Qualifications: Unable to be determined  Qualifications: 2-day course and 12-month 
portfolio 

Qualifications: 5-day course 

Qualifications: Internal training Qualifications: Unable to be determined  

Qualifications: Unable to be determined  

 

Advanced Life Support Flight 

Paramedic (fixed wing) 

Scope of Practice:                                         
Advanced Life Support Flight Paramedic 

Qualifications: Postgraduate certificate, 6 
weeks’ supervised practice 

Mobile Intensive Care Ambulance 

Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                     
Mobile Intensive Care Ambulance Paramedic 

Qualifications: Postgraduate diploma, 24 
weeks’ supervised practice, 1 years’ probation 

 

Mobile Intensive Care Ambulance 

Flight Paramedic                        

(HEMS, autonomous) 

Scope of Practice:                                                    
Mobile Intensive Care Ambulance Flight Paramedic 

Qualifications: Postgraduate certificate, 
winch, HUET, 12 weeks’ supervised practice 

 

Mobile Intensive Care Ambulance 

Paramedic (single responder) 

Qualifications: 1 years’ Mobile Intensive Care 
Ambulance Paramedic experience 

 

Qualifications: Unable to be determined  

Community Paramedic 

Scope of Practice:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

As per clinical level 


